
 

 
 

 

 As I began thinking about what would be “my year” 

as President of the Optimist International Foundation, my 

mind drifted back to 2018 when I served on the 

Foundation’s Club Grant Committee.  As I read over 

more than 60 grant applications, I was amazed at the 

different and unique ways in which Optimist Clubs serve 

the youth in their communities.  I couldn’t help but be 

proud to be an Optimist.  In fact, I was so touched by one 

application involving rabbits that it started me on my 

journey to become more involved with the Foundation.  It 

is a dream come true for me to serve on the Foundation’s 

Board of Directors and it has been a most rewarding 

experience. 

 

When considering a theme for my year, I wanted it to  

reflect not only on the Foundation, but on the organization 

we support.  After much contemplation I settled on 

“Hearts United in Optimism”.  “Why” you ask?   

 

The word “hearts” came from the knowledge that 

there is one common thread that binds all Optimists - our 



desire to help kids – and we have all committed our hearts 

to achieving this goal.   

 

The word “united” was chosen for several reasons.  

The first is to reflect the unity between Optimist 

International and the Optimist International Foundation -  

since our two entities are totally dependent upon one 

another for success.  The second reason is because 

Optimist International has seen significant growth 

internationally in the past several years.  I truly believe 

we are uniting the world in Optimism. 

 

I have several goals for this year.  The first is to 

foster a greater awareness about the Foundation to OI’s 

members and Clubs. The second is to increase the number 

of Optimist members who donate to the Foundation to 

20%.  While that may not seem like a huge number, right 

now only about 8% of our membership donates. These 

goals can be achieved through better communication 

between our organizations.  Myself, as well as the rest of 

your OIF Board and Staff, want you to know that you can 

contact us at any time.  We are here to serve you.  

 

I am truly honored to serve as President of the 

Foundation this year.  I want to thank each and every one 

of you who has supported the Foundation in the past and 

hope you will continue your support as we move into the 

future.  Remember it is “Our Foundation” and its sole 



purpose is to support the programs of Optimist 

International and its Clubs. 

 

Debra Merritt 

2022-2023 OIF President 


